6.  SPEECH AT ALL-BENGAL HINDU SAMMELAW

FARIDPUR,
May 2, 1925

1  am requested by President to address you on three things.
Firstly, Hindu-Muslim unity is a vital question on which    I
have bestowed <i good deal of thought.    I pray to God that
He might give us the peace we so much desire. Now the Hindus
and Muslims are at loggerheads and fighting bitterly and there is
no unity of heart; I tried my best to bring about the unity and
I am not ashamed to own my failure*   I only wished they fought
like men, but of course not go to court and then only know that
one community cannot exterminate the other nor the whole of
India can be converted either into  Hinduism or Mahommeda-
nism,  Thus the much-desired-for unity will come automatically.

As regards untouchability, my views are well-known and I
have spoken from a thousand platforms* I believe that so long
as there is untouchability among Hindus no good can come to
them. It is a great sin and has no religious sanction behind it-
How can Hindus be great when they condemn millions of their
brothers as untouchables? I therefore appeal to everybody
present here to remove the blot of untouchability and induce
others to do so, The removal of untouchability does never
mean destruction of mmashrama1 dharma which is a very beautiful
and beneficial thing and never a bad one. But I know, in the
name of vamaskmma dharma, many wrongs are being done which
must be removed* This does not mean that we are to inter-dine
and intermarry amongst each other* You must never forget the
distinction between untouchability and mrnashrma dharma.

As regards charkha and khaddar, charkha is the life of
Hindustan and I have compared it to the Sudarshan Chakra and
Kamdhmu* The destruction of charkha meant the beginning
of poverty h India, and to drive [away] poverty we must reinstate
charkha b its proper place, Charkha should be given the first
place in Indian homes, Let the wheel be plied in every home

* P, 0. Ray, who presided over the second session of the Sammelan
requested Gandhiji to speak "on the burning questions of the day1*. Gandhiji
spoke in Hindi.

2 The division of society into four vama$ or castes and of the individual
life into four ashraxnas or stages